Under the Moon
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1 AOL

Five hundred kilometres over Europe, ShipOM-45 moved north. Inaroom atthe
backof the ship, Kiah watched the numbers onthe computer in front of him.

‘Time for dinner, ’ Rillasaid.

The numbers changed quickly and Kiah's eyes didn't move. Rillawent across the
room to his table. Shebegan to watch the numbers, too.

‘What's wrong with thesatellite? ’ she asked. Shewas a beautiful girl, about
twenty yearsold, with long black hair and big eyes.

‘Nothing's wrong with thesatellite, ’ Kiah answered quietly. ‘It'sthe
AOL. ’ He began to write the numbersin the book on his table.

Suddenly, the numbersstopped changing. Kiah looked at
Rilla. ‘OverEurope, ’ hesaid. ‘It'shappening. The AOL is breaking up. Thereare
big holes in the AOL and they're getting bigger.

‘You're right! Shallwe see Captain Seru now, before dinner? ’

Kiah stood up. He wasnearly two metres tall, with dark eyesand
hair. ‘Yes, comeon, ’ he said.

Quickly, they went toCaptain Seru's room. They waited at thedoor.
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‘Comein! ’ captainSeru called. She was a little woman witha fat face. ‘Come
in! Wouldyou like a drink? ’

‘No, thankyou, ’ Kiah answered. ‘I'dlike you to look at these
numbers. ’ Kiahgave Captain Seru his book.

Captain Seru looked at the numbers. Suddenly, herface
changed. ‘No, no, ' shesaid. ‘Idon'twantto talk. It'slate and I'mtired. Sit
down and have a drink. ’

Kiah and Rilla sat down. Therewas a big window in Captain Seru's
room. Kiahlooked out of the window at the dark sky. Hesaw the Moon. It was cold and
white inthe dark sky.

‘Captain Seru, ’~ hebegan. ‘It'simportant. Lookat those numbers
carefully. The AOL isbeginning to—’

‘Stop! ’ captainSeru stood up and put her hands in her pockets. Shewent to the
window and looked at the sky.

‘Three hundred years ago, Earthnearly died, ' Rillasaid. ‘Earthstopped dying
because of the AOL. Butnow, overEurope, the AOL is breaking up. Wewould like you
to talk to Earth Commander.

Captain Seru did not move. ‘Doyou remember Adai? ’ she asked. Shedidn't
wait for an answer. ‘I was onhis ship, two years ago. Oneevening, the satellite gave
usinteresting numbers about the AOL. Wewent back to Earth and saw Earth
Commander. ’ captainSeru stopped speaking.

Rilla looked at Kiah. ‘Andthen? ’ she asked Captain Seru.

‘Gog was angry, veryangry, ~ captain Serusaid. ‘Inthe end, he sent Adai to
the Moon. Adai's there now, Commanderofthe Moon colony, under the Moon. ’

Kiah waited for a second or two. ‘Iknow about Adai. But we need to talk
toEarth Commander again. These numbers areworse.

Captain Seru's face wentred.  ‘Youdon't understand. I'm not going to talkto
Gog. Lasttime, hesent me to a weather ship in the Antarctic! Thisis my first Ship for
two years! ’ AndCaptain Seru began drinking.

Kiah stood up. ‘Thankyou, Captain Seru.
Captain Seru said nothing.

Kiah and Rilla left the room, andwalked slowly downstairs. The Ship wasdark and
quiet. It was eight o'clock andevery-body was at dinner.
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‘What are we going to donext? ’ Rilla asked.
‘Ineed to talk to Adai, ’ Kiahsaid.

‘OK, talkto Adai. Buthe's far away on the Mooncolony, ’ Rilla
said. ‘Let'svisit Commander Zadak. ’

‘Zadak? Commanderof Australia? He's famous! ’

‘Yes. He'smy father's friend. He worked with myfather in Brazil ten years
ago. Perhapshe can help us.

Kiah smiled. ‘Good! Wereturn to Earth next week. I can phoneAdai from
Kisangani and then we can go to Australia. Butnow, I'm hungry! Let'sget some
dinner.


http://www.en8848.com.cn/

2 Visit to Australia
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On Friday, after threeweeks in space, Kiah and Rilla finishedwork and left Ship
OM-45 on a space plane to Kisangani. Kiahphoned Adai and Rilla phoned Commander
Zadak in Australia. Thenext morning they took an aeroplane to Sydney. Ataxi took
them from the airport to Commander Zadak's office, somekilometres north of Sydney.

‘Wait for us here, ’ Kiahsaid to the taxi driver.

Kiah and Rilla walked to the gate. Aboutten guards stood in front of the
gate. Acrossthe road, atrain waited.

‘Rilla, OM-45, ’ Rillasaid. ‘To see Commander Zadak atfour-thirty. ’
‘Let me call the Commander'soffice, ’ the guard said.

Kiah and Rilla waited. Itwas hot and Kiah began to feel thirsty.

The guard came back. ‘I'msorry, ’ hesaid. ‘TheCom-mander can't see
you. ’

‘But I talked to theCommander yesterday, ’ Rilla said.
‘He wanted to see us atfour-thirty. ’
‘The Commander is leaving onthe train in three minutes, ’ the guardsaid.
‘Can we wait and see himhere? ’ Kiah asked.
‘No! 'theguard shouted. ‘Getoutof here! ’
Kiah and Rilla walked back to the taxi.
‘Where's the driver? ’ Kiahasked.

‘Look! He'ssitting under that tree, ’ Rilla said.

Just then, CommanderZadak came out of the gate. He was a verytall, big man
with blue eyes and a lot ofwhite hair. Two guards marched in frontof him, and two
guards marched be-hindhim. They all carried guns.

‘There heis! ’ Rillacried. ‘Commander! ’ Andshe began to run along the
road to him.

‘Commander Zadak did notstop. A guard opened the door of thetrain and the
Commander got in. Slowly, thetrain began to move. ’

Kiah ran to the taxi and jumped in. Thenhe drove the taxi fast down the
road. Thetaxi driver saw him and ran after him. Thetrain began to move
faster. Suddenly, Kiahdrove the taxi off the road. He drove infront of the train and
stopped.
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The train came nearer. Andthen the train stopped, very near thetaxi, and some
guards jumped off. Kiahopened the door and got out of the taxi.

‘Put up your hands! 'theguards shouted.
Two of the guards began to hit Kiah.

‘Stop that! ’ someoneshouted. ‘Bring him over here! ’ Itwas Commander
Zadak.

Kiah stood in front of the Commander. Justthen, Rilla ar-rived.

‘Oh, it'syou! ’ commander Zadak said. Hedid notsmile. ‘Rilla, yourfather's
going to be angry. ’
‘We want to talk to you, Commander, ’ Rillasaid. ‘It's very important. ’

‘Very well. I'mlistening.

Kiah began to talk.  ‘Twoyears ago, Adai told you about the holesin the
AOL. Now they're worse. TheAOL is break-ing up over Europe. Pleaselook at these
numbers and this satellite picture.

He gave his book to Commander Zadak and the Commanderlooked at the numbers.

‘It's important, Commander, ’ Kiahsaid. ‘Inten years Earth is going

todie. ’

‘You stopped my trainbecause of this? ~ commander Zadak asked. ‘Twoyears
ago Adai talked to me about the AOL. Thenhe talked to Earth Commander, and
whathappened? Where is Adai now? Isthe Moon colony helping the AOL? ’

‘We know about Adai, Commander, ’ Rillasaid. ‘Butsomeone needs to talk
toEarth Commander again. ’

‘I'm going to talk to Gogabout rain, I can tell you that. Earthneeds rain: there
was no rain last winter. Halfof Australia has no water and my trees here are
dying. Withoutrain, many people are going to die. IsGog going to understand that? I
don'tknow! ’

Commander Zadak began to walk back to his train.  ‘Movethat taxi! ’ he called to
his guards.

Some guards moved the taxi back to the road and then theyjumped on to the train
again. The trainbegan to move.

‘OK, ’ thetaxidriver shouted. ‘What are yougoing to do next? Drive my taxi
into theriver? ’
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Kiah smiled. He tooksome money from his pocket and gave it to the taxi driver.

The taxi driver looked at the money. ‘OK, OK, ’ hesaid. ‘Where now?
Backto the airport? ’

Kiah took Rilla's hand, ‘Yes, ’ hesaid. ‘Let's get back to Kisangani. Wecan
phone Adai again tomorrow.
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3 Earth Commander

The next day in Kisangani, Kiahand Rilla waited quietly in an office in Gog's
house. Suddenly, Commander Zadak came into the office and gavesome letters to the
man behind the table. Hesaw the two young people and stopped in front of them.

‘You again! ’ hesaid. ‘What are you doing here? ’

Kiah stood up. ‘Goodmorning, Commander. We'rehere because we want to see
Earth Commander.

‘I saw Earth Commander someminutes ago and talked to him about
rain, ’~ Zadaksaid quietly. ‘Buthe didn'tlisten. Yourcaptain, Seru, washere earlier
this morning and began to tell him about the holes in the AOL. ButGog doesn't want to
hear about our planet. He'salways talking about Mars. In the end, he'sgoing to destroy
Earth. ’

‘Please helpus! ’ Rillacried. ‘Come and see Gog withus! ’

‘No. ’ Zadaklooked at Kiah and then at Rilla with his blue eyes.  ‘I'mnot talking
to Gog again. And you—Gogisn't going to listen to you. Be careful—andgood luck! ’

Commander Zadak opened the door and left the office.

Rilla looked at Kiah. ‘EarthCommander is a difficult man. I don'tunderstand
him. ’
‘Everyone is afraid of him, ’ Kiahsaid. ‘And Commander Zadak isn't goingto
helpus. ’

Kiah and Rilla waited. Theywaited and waited. At nearly twelveo'clock, a guard
came into the office.

‘Come! ’ hesaid.

Kiah and Rilla went with the guard. Thehouse was big and old, with big
windowsand many doors. The guard went downstairsand opened one of the
doors. There wasnobody in the room.

‘Wait here, 'theguard said, and left.

Kiah and Rilla sat down on the expensive green and blackchairs and looked at the
expensive flowers on the tables. Therewere no windows in this
room. Suddenly, thedoor opened and a tall, fat woman came in. Hername was
Bel, and she was Gog's wife. Shehad a lot of long red hair and she wore an expensive
blue dress. Belliked expensive things. She carried a cat. Thecat was black and white:
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half its facewas black and half was white; half itsbody was black and half was white.
‘Why are you here? Whydo you want to see Earth Commander? ’ sheasked.

Rilla stood up. ‘Howdoyoudo? ’ shesaid. ‘Wewant to talk to Earth
Commander about the AOL. Wehave new numhers from the satellite. ’

Bel's face wasred. ‘TheAOL! Earth Commander knows about the AOL, andhe is
the best man—’

‘Excuse me, ’ Kiahsaid quietly. ‘We want to help EarthCommander.

Bel began to laugh. ‘Help? You? ’ thecat jumped down and walked across the
room. ‘Howcan you help? Why can't you understand? Listen. EarthCommander is
working on the spaceship for Mars. It'sdifficult and expensive work. ’ the catjumped
on to Rilla's chair and looked at her with its yellow eyes.  ‘Twoyears ago, Adai wanted
more money for theAOL—and Earth Commander sent him to thecolony under the
Moon. Now you're talkingabout the AoL. Do you want to go to theMoon, too? ’

The door opened again and a different guard came in.  ‘Excuseme. Earth
Commander is ready now. ’

Bel stood up. ‘Youcan see Earth Commander now, 'she saidcoldly. ‘Butyou're
going to be sorry! ’

The guard opened a different door, andBel and the cat went into a beautiful room
with expensive, veryold tables and chairs. Rilla and Kiahwent in behind them. There
were nowindows in the room, but a lot ofpictures. There was Gog! Therichest man on
Earth; and the worst manon Earth. He was tall and fat, andwithout much hair. He sat
behind a bigtable with a television, three computersand five telephones. He watched
thetelevision and didn't look at Kiah or Rilla. Twoguards with guns stood behind him
and two more guards stood near the door.

‘Here they are! ’ Belsaid. ‘They aren't friends, ohno! They want to talk
about the AOL, ofcourse. No one under-stands about Mars—’

‘That's all right, that'sall right, ~ Gog said quickly. Andthen he looked up, first
at Rilla andthen at Kiah. His eyes were cold andgreen. ‘I know about you
two, ’ hesaid. ‘Your captain told me about you. You'refamous! Two children!
Youwant to help planet Earth, is thatright? ° Hewaited. The catjumped on to his
tableand sat down in front of the television.

‘Yes, Commander, ’ Kiahbegan. ‘The AOL is breaking up—’

‘When? Tonight? Tomorrow? ’ Gogsaid angrily. ‘I heard this old storytwo
years ago, from Adai. Everyonecomes here and wants money-money for the
AOL, moneyfor rain, money for the Moon colony. Butl am Earth Commander, and
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you are nobody! Iknow about the AOL and the AOL is good for a hundred years! ’
‘But the satellite—'Kiahbegan again.

‘Be quiet! ’ Gogcried. ‘I am Earth Commander! [I'mnot going to give money
for the AOL! Orfor rain! Or for the Moon! ’ Goglooked at the guards near the
door. ‘Takethem —take them away. Idon't want to hear them. ’

The guards moved behind Kiah and Rilla, andBel began to
laugh. ‘Goodbye! 'shesaid. ‘You're not going to the Moon, you'regoing to prison!
You can talk about theholes in the AOL there! ’
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4 Prison 888

Commander Zadak was in his room at the biggest hotel
inKisangani. Suddenly, heheard the phone.

‘Commander? ’~ someonesaid, very quietly. ‘Aman and a woman—from Ship
OM-45—inprison 888. ’ the phone went dead. Zadakput the phone down, stood
up, andleft his room.

Prison 888 was a big white building without windows, nearGog's house. There
were a lot of guardsat the gate, and some more guards marchedpast the bulding. All
the guards carriedguns.

Commander Zadak walked across the road to the prison. ‘Iwant to visit
someone. My name isCommander Zadak. ’

‘I'm sorry, Commander, ' aguardsaid. ‘We can't open the gate. Nobodycan
go in without a letter from Earth Commander.

‘That's all right, ~ Zadaksaid, and walked along the road, pastthe prison.

A guard ran behind him. ‘Excuseme, Commander, ’ hesaid quickly. ‘Please
come back tonight. Ican open the back gate at midnight. Youcan see the two people
from Ship OM-45. '’

Zadak looked at the guard.  ‘Yourcaptain's going to kill you. ’
The guard smiled. ‘Mycaptain phoned you about the two people from OM-
45. He'sthe brother of Captain Seru. ’

Zadak didn't smile.  ‘Theprison commander is going to kill you and your
captain.

b

‘It doesn't matter, ’ theguard said. ‘We want to help.
‘Midnight, ’ Zadaksaid, and walked away.

At midnight there were four guards at the front gate ofprison 888, and there was
one guard atthe back gate. The guard opened the gateand Zadak wentin. The guard
said nothing. Theywalked downstairs into a big room. A lotof prisoners slept on the
floor because there were no beds or chairs. Kiahand Rilla sat on the floor near the
door.

‘You can talk for fiveminutes, ’ the guard said quietly.

’

‘The next guard arrives at12. 15.
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Kiah and Rilla stood up. ‘Goodevening, Commander, ' theysaid.

Zadak looked at the prisoners. ‘Whyare all these people here? ’ he said toKiah
and Rilla.  ‘They're in prisonbecause Gog doesn't like them. I talk toGog about rain, I
talk to him about theAOL, but he never listens. Today, someonetold me about some
fires in the new forest here in Africa; butGog doesn't want to hear about those
fires. ’ Zadaklaughed angrily. ‘And he doesn't wantto hear about my trees in
Australia. Henever listens to me. He's always thinkingabout Mars, Not about our
beautifulplanet Earth. ’

Kiah listened carefully. ‘Takeit easy, Commander, ’ hesaid quietly. ‘Please
talk to Adai. Adaiwants to help. He can come back from theMoon and help you.

‘No, ’ Zadaksaid. ‘I phoned Adai this afternoon. He's a good man and he
wants to help. Butl don't need help. I'm going to stop Gog: I'mgoing to kill him.

)

Kiah closed his eyes for a minute. ‘Gog'sguards have guns. They can Kill
you, Commander, ’ hesaid. ‘You need more people to help. Waitfor Adai. He can
help you to look formore people.

‘No, Kiah’, Zadaksaid quietly. ‘I don't want more people. Adaican come back
to Earth after Gog is dead—afterl am dead, perhaps. Idon't want Adai to die, too. ’

‘Excuse me, Commander, ’ theguard said. He looked at the clock nearthe
door.

‘OK. Let'sgo, ’ Zadak said to the guard. Helooked at Rilla and then at
Kiah. Hiseyes were very blue. ‘Goodbye, ’ he said.

‘Goodbye, Commander, ’ Kiahsaid.
‘Be careful! ’ Rillacried. ‘And good luck! ’

Early that morning, EarthCommander's house was quiet. A guardopened the
door.

‘Good morning, CommanderZadak, ’ hesaid. ‘EarthCommander isn'tin his

»

office.

’

‘That's all right, ’ Zadaksaid. ‘I can wait.
Zadak went upstairs and waited.

At eight o'clock Bel came into the
room. ‘Goodmorning, Commander, 'shesaid. ‘You're early this morning. Areyou
happier today? Earth Commander wasvery angry with you yesterday. Don'tbegin
talking about rain or the AOL today. ’


http://www.en8848.com.cn/

Zadak smiled, but hisblue eyes were cold. ‘No, ’ hesaid. ‘I'm not going to
talk about raintoday.

Just then, Gog cameinto the room. He looked at Zadak. ‘What'swrong? Why are
you here at eight o'clockin the morning? ’

Zadak took his gun from his pocket. Gogsaw the gun and his face went
white. Hiseyes were dark and afraid. For a sec-ondnobody moved.

Suddenly, Bel's blackand white cat ran into the room.
‘Guards! Guards! ’ Belshouted.

The cat jumped at Zadak, andZadak hit the cat away from him. Bel ranacross the
room to Gog and Zadak, atthatsecond, shotat Gog. ButBel was between him and
Gog. She gave acry and fell to the floor. Her hairlooked very red on the black floor.

‘No! ’ Gogcried. ‘YoushotBel! ’
Three guards ran into the room with their big guns andstood in front of Gog.
‘Kill him! ~ Gogshouted, and began to help Bel.

Zadak looked at the guards and then at Bel and Gog. Kiahwas right: he was going
to die.

‘I'm sorry, Kiah. I'msorry, Adai, ’ hesaid quietly. The guards shot
Zadak. Slowly, hefell to the floor.
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5 Forest fires

Later that morning, fourguards took Rilla to Gog's of-fice. Hisface looked tired and
his eyes were red.

‘Leave us, ~ hesaid to the guards. Then he looked atRilla.  ‘Tell me about
Kiah. Whendid you first meet him? Is Zadak hisfriend? What do they talk about? ’

Rilla looked down at the floor and said nothing.

‘Comeon, tellme! ’ Gogsaid angrily. Hewaited, but Rillasaid
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nothing. ‘Tellme about Zadak, then. Yourfather and Commander Zadak were
friends. Now, you're talking to Zadak about the AOL. Iknow that. Whatis Zadak
saying? ’

‘Why? Whydo you want to know about Commander Zadak? ’ Rillaasked.

‘I'm asking the questions, notyou, ’ Gogsaid. ‘Didyou see Zadak
yesterday? ’
‘The AOL is important, notCommander Zadak, ’ Rilla said.

’

Gog watched Rilla carefully.  ‘Zadakis dead.
‘No! ’ Rillacried.

‘Heisdead, ’ Gogsaid again. ‘You lost your friend, herein this
building, early this morning. Myguards shot him. ’

Rilla's face went white.  ‘Whathappened? Tell me! ’

‘I'm going to tell you onething, ’ Gogsaid angrily. ‘I'mgoing to destroy
Australia. I'm going toburn Zadak's new forest there. You cantell all your friends!
Zadak wanted tokill me, butIkilled him. Hewanted money for rain, money for the
AOL, andnow he'sdead. You can tell all thoseprisoners in prison 888. They wanted
tostop me, buttheycan'tnow. I'mgoing to Mars! Bel always wanted to go
toMars. ’~ He began to hit the table withhis hand.  ‘I'm going to leave this
deadplanet! Nobody can stop me! ’

‘You're crazy, ’ Rillasaid. ‘Youkilled Zadak, butone day someone is going to
kill you. ’

Gog stood up. His facewas tired and he looked ill. ~ ‘Be qui-
et! ' hesaid. ‘Guards! Takeher away. Backto 888. ’

The guards came in and took Rilla out.

‘What happened? ’ sheasked them. ‘Commander Zadak is dead; whyis Gog
angry? ’

The guards said nothing. Butafter they returned to the gate of 888, aguard said to
Rilla, very quietly: ‘Belis dead. Zadak didn't shoot Gog, buthe shot Bel, before the
guards shot him. ’

A guard took Rilla into the prison, andsoon she was with Kiah again.
‘What happened? ’ Kiahasked. ‘Tell me. ’

Rilla put her hands over her face and began to cry.  ‘Zadakis dead, ’ she
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began. ‘Hedidn'tkill Gog. He killed Bel before theguards shot him, and now Gog is
going todestroy Australia.

Kiah sat down on the floor next to Rilla. Hisface was sad.
‘Don'tcry, ’ hesaid quietly.
Three or four prisoners came across the room.
‘What's the matter? ’ theyasked.
‘Zadak is dead, ’ Kiahsaid. ‘ButBelisdead, too. ’
‘What's going to happen next? ’ someoneasked. Butnobody answered.

The next afternoon, CaptainSeru's brother took Kiah and Rilla to a little room at the
back of the prison. Theysat down, and five minutes later CaptainSeru arrived. Nobody
smiled.

‘You were right, Captain, ’ Kiahsaid. ‘Gog sent us to prison because wetold
him about the holes in the AOL. ’

Serusmiled. ‘Youwere right, Kiah, ’ shesaid. ‘Those satellite numbers
werevery bad. [began to tell Gog, buthe didn't listen to me. ’

‘Would you like some coffee? Andsome sandwiches? ’ seru's brother asked.

’

serusaid. ‘I'm hungry. ’ shelooked at Kiah and

’

‘Yes, please,
Rilla.  ‘Things arevery bad.

‘What's happening? ’ Rillaasked.
‘You know about Zadak? AndBel? ’
‘Yes. Gogtold Rilla yesterday, ’ Kiah said.

Seru smiled, but hereyes were not happy. ‘Gog talked to methis morning, 'she
said. Herbrother came in with the coffee and sandwiches and Seru began to
eat. ‘Gogwants to know about Zadak, and aboutyou, ’ shesaid. ‘He's going to Kill
us all, Ithink, before he goes to Mars.

Suddenly, Rillafeltill. ‘Ican'teatnow! ’ shecried. Butshe took some coffee
and beganto drink. ‘Let's getout of here, ’ shesaid. ‘Perhaps we can geta plane
toBrazil and go to my family. ’

‘Difficult, ’ serusaid. ‘Last night fires began in thenew forest in Europe, and
they're movingacross Europe. The fires in Africa areburning fast. Gog began to
destroyZadak's forest in Australia yesterday.
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‘Did you phone Adai? ’ Kiahasked.

‘Adai! Younever stop talking about Adai. What canhe do? ’ Rilla said. Shefelt
angry.

Seru looked at Rilla for a minute. ‘Yes, Iphoned Adai be-fore [ came here. I
toldhim about Zadak and Bel, and about thefires. He asked about you, Kiah. Hecan't
come down at Kisangani airport because Gog is there with a lot of hisguards. Ship MARS
4 is nearly ready andGog is watching it. He wants to leaveEarth tomorrow.

‘How can Adai help us? ’ Rillaasked. ‘He can't shoot all the guardshere. ’
Captain Seru finished the last sandwich. ‘Let'sleave that to Adai, ’ she
said. ‘Wecan do nothing. ’

‘Are you going to stay here? ’ Kiahasked.

)

‘Yes, 'seruanswered. ‘Adaiis coming to the prisonafter he arrives on Earth.

‘Ohyes? ’ Rillasaid tiredly. ‘Butwhen? Gogcan kill us before Adai
comes. = ‘No, hecan't, ’ seru'sbrothersaid. ‘Youcan stay here, in this
room. Gog'sguards are all afraid—afraid of thefires, afraid of the people. Theyaren't

going to look for you here.
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6 Spaceship to the Moon

And so they waited. Andwaited. Rilla sleptin her chair. Kiahand Seru talked
quietly. Seru's brothercame and went. Most of the prison guardsran away with the
prisoners. Seven oreight people—some prisoners and someguards—didn't want to run
away, sothey came into the room and waited, too.
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Ten o'clock came, theneleven o'clock. It was very quiet. Seruwalked up and down
the room. Kiah satnext to Rilla. Seru's brother came intothe room again.

‘It's after midnight, ’ hesaid.

Justthen, they heardthe noise of a plane. Kiah stood up. ‘Comeon, ’ he
said. ‘Let'sget out of the building.

Quietly, they left thebuilding. It was a dark, hotnight. There were no guards in
front ofthe prison, so they went to the gate andwaited there. Suddenly, theysaw the
plane. Itwas alittle plane, andit was going to come down on the road in front of the
prison!

Rilla took Kiah's hand.  ‘Youwere right, ’ shesaid. ‘I'msorry.

Kiah smiled. He beganto feel happy. ‘That's all right. Iunderstand. [know Adai
very well, andyou don't. ’

The plane stopped and someone opened the door. Kiahran across to the plane.
‘How many can you take? ’ hecalled. ‘There are twelve of us.
‘That's all right, ’ someonesaid. ‘Quickly, thespaceship is waiting.

The twelve people got into the little plane, andthe plane be-gan to move. Rilla
looked atthe captain of the plane. He was tall, withbrown hair. He looked
nice. Wasthis the famous Commander Adai?

‘Where is the spaceship? ’ Kiahasked.

‘At the old airport, ’ themansaid. ‘One of the fires is movingvery quickly
across the new forest. It'sgoing to arrive at the west of Kisangani before
tomorrow, Ithink. Butthe old airportis OK. ’ thenthe man looked at Kiah and smiled
warmly. ‘Mybrother’, hesaid. ‘Mylittle brother, in prison 888! ’

‘Your brother? CommanderAdai? ’ Rillaasked. ‘Butyou didn't tell me
that! ’

Kiah smiled. ‘Nobodyknew, ' hesaid. ‘Butnow—itdoesn't matter
now. Everyonecan know. ’

The little plane came down at the old airport, southof the town.

‘Let's be careful, ~ Adaisaid. ‘We don't want someone to shootus before we
leave.

The spaceship was dark. Quickly, everyonejumped down from the plane and ran
across to the spaceship. Soon, the spaceship left Earth, andeveryone looked down at
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the burning planet. Theysaw the dark smoke over Africa, and hereand there, through
the smoke, thered, angry fires.

‘The fires are destroyingthe forest very quickly, ’ seru said.

Adai put his hand on Kiah'sarm.  ‘I'msorry about Zadak, ’ he said.

‘I wanted him to wait, ’ Kiahsaid. ‘I wanted him to talk to you. ’
Adai's face was sad.  ‘Hedidn't want me to die, ’ he said quietly. ‘Hewasa
good man. And now he's dead. ’

‘And Gog is going to Mars, ’ serusaid.
‘Mars? He'scrazy! Mars isn't ready for people, ’ Adaisaid.

‘But Gog wants to go, andso he's going, ’ serusaid. ‘Tellus about the Moon
colony. Thatisn'tready: you need more money.

‘No, Idon't, ’ Adaisaid. ‘TheMoon colony isready. Iasked for moremoney
because of Zadak: [ wanted to givehim money for rain. But Gog didn't listen;
hewanted all Earth's money for the spaceship to Mars. ’

‘I don't want to leave Earth, ’ Rillasaid sadly. She felt tired and afraid.

Adai smiled warmly at Rilla. ‘Nobodywants to leave Earth, ’ he
said. ~ ‘Butunder the Moon is the best home for us now. Waitand see. The Moon
colony is a beautiful, wonderfulcountry, with rivers and rain, forestsand
flowers, buildings—andthe first town. You can visit Earth againsoon, and bring more
people to the Mooncolony. We all want to help Earth, becauseit's our first home. I
know that. Atthe same time, you are going to be happyunder the Moon. ’

Suddenly, someonecried: ‘Look atthe Moon! ’

And through the window of the spaceship they saw the Moonbefore
them, cold, whiteand beautiful; and under the Moon, therewas the Moon colony!
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